C EN TER SQ UARE ASSO C I ATI O N
. .. Mor e t h a n f i ve de ca de s of commu n i t y ser vi ce

Center Square Association’s (CSA) mission of preserving and protecting our unique living
environment began in 1958, making it the oldest neighborhood association in Albany. An
all-volunteer organization, CSA’s accomplishments have significantly improved the quality
of life for our residents.
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Placed Center Square on the National
Register of Historic Places. This recognition provides the tools to maintain
the historic character of the area. (1980)

Prevented I-787 from cutting directly
through Center Square and destroying
entire blocks of homes and businesses.
(1972)

Initiated the formation of a citywide
group to represent neighborhoods, the
Council of Albany Neighborhood
Associations. (1976)

Transformed a vacant lot into the
Hudson-Jay Park, in conjunction with
the city and Hudson Park Neighborhood Association. (1997)

Worked with other city groups to
develop a Walk and Watch anticrime
program to keep our streets and
residents safe. (2000)

Organized the annual Hidden City House & Garden Tour which has been instrumental in
attracting many new residents to downtown. (1975)

Formed a strong, ongoing partnership with Historic Albany Foundation to prevent the demolition
of historic buildings in Center Square. (1974)

Established the Bright Red Bookshelf, a CSA community program which re-circulates gently used
children’s books back into the community. They are made available free for families to own. (2009)

Inaugurated a street tree planting program, in concert with the City of Albany, wherein CSA pays
the homeowner’s portion of the tree cost. (2014)

Center Square Association
continually informs residents through
our website, Facebook, Twitter and
Yahoo group list serve.
www.centersquarealbany.com

Learn about CSA’s mission, history, board
members, upcoming events, how to join
and neighborhood resources.

Yahoo Group Subscription:
center-square-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
Members receive periodic updates in their inbox
about the most important issues, upcoming
events and alerts, such as snow emergencies.
Send an email to the group, asking to subscribe.
You will receive a reply; follow the instructions.
Only the individual can subscribe or
unsubscribe; no one can do it for you.
Social Media
Facebook.com/CenterSquareAssoc
Twitter: @CenterSquareCSA
Instagram: @Centersquarealbanyny

Direct questions, comments or concerns:
Email: centersquarealbany@gmail.com
Call: 518-426-0668
Write: Center Square Association
Jackie Ring, CSA President
66 Chestnut St., Albany, NY 12210

HISTORIC
CENTER SQUARE

It’s your neighborhood

WHAT CSA DOES

WHAT YOU CAN DO

Center Square Association (CSA) is the organized voice of all residents, owners and renters,
who live within its boundries. We advocate to
keep our dynamic, beautiful neighborhood
vital, clean, safe and ever improving.

We tackle the big issues...zoning, code
violations, inappropriate special use permits,
violations of regulations within a historic
district and parking, to name a few. And we
also take on the nuisance ones that detract
from the overall quality of life.

CSA is heard and respected by the City of Albany. We attend the public hearings that impact
our residents and have often been successful in
preventing negative outcomes. The Albany
Police Department is a vital partner in keeping
our streets safe through Team Policing. Our
neighborhood beat officers attend CSA meetings
and are in regular touch by phone and email.

To build the collective strength of downtown
neighborhoods, we support, promote and
cooperate with our contiguous neighborhood
associations - Hudson/Park, Washington Park
and Park South.
Most importantly, members have fun.
Social gatherings are held
every other
month in
local restaurants and are
Center Square residents and business
free to memowners at the neighborhood cleanup and
bers. We hold
National Night Out events.
a National
Night Out, encourage and contribute to block
parties and find any way we can to bring all of
our residents together to get to know and enjoy
one another.

•

•

Become a member! Bring your talents and interests
to the group. Meet new neighbors and see old
friends. People are what Center Square is all about.
Your participation is important.
Join a committee, become a block captain, serve on
the Board of Directors, organize a neighborhood
event, or just get to know interesting people who
love living in Center Square like you do.

AS A MEMBER OF CSA
You Can...

Help chart the future of downtown Albany

Have a say in what happens in Center Square

•

Preserve our irreplaceable historic

•

Initiate new ideas for neighborhood

•

•

•
•

•

environment

improvement

Contribute to neighborhood beautiﬁcation

Be part of a vital, dedicated organization

Enjoy a greater sense of community

Meet many other residents at social events

Inﬂuence the quality of life in Center Square

Be sure to follow CSA on social media - Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram. Check out our website and
join the Yahoo group list serve. Stay informed. It’s
all about what we care about ...our neighborhood!

There are three convenient ways to join:
1. Paypal on our website, no fee
2. Cash, credit card or check at meeting or social
3. Complete the following form, enclose your
check and mail it
Name (s)
Address
Phone
Email

Areas of interest (please circle all that apply)
Beautification

Make the neighborhood more beautiful.
Plant tulip bulbs, which the city donates to CSA
each Fall, in a front flower bed or tree surround.
Fill your window boxes with colorful annuals.
Help maintain Hudson - Jay Park.

Come to the business meetings from 7-8 p.m. on
the third Thursday in January, March, May, July,
September and October at the Westminster
Presbyterian Church, located at 85 Chestnut St.
Attend the social events in local restaurants held
during the third week every other month,
beginning in February.

CSA MEMBERSHIP

Membership

Tenant Outreach

Social Events

Community Outreach

Block Captain

H-J Park Upkeep

Center Square includes the area bounded by Lark
Street on the west, Spring Street on the north,
South Swan Street on the east and Jay Street on
the south, plus the upper portion of Lancaster
Street between Lark and Willett Street.

Codes & Zoning

Communications

House & Garden Tour

The suggested annual dues per household for
both resident and associate (non-resident)
members are $25. However, there is also a pay
what you can option. All contributions are
welcome and qualify you as a member. CSA is
a 501(c3) tax-exempt organization. Membership
dues and donations are tax deductible. You will
receive a receipt.

Mail the completed form and your check payable
to Center Square Association. Send to:
Jackie Ring, CSA President, 66 Chestnut Street,
Albany, NY 12210.

